IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 


KEVIN 


JULIA 


LASALLE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
KRAMER, ) 


) 


Petitioner, ) 


) 


) 


v. 


EICHMEIER, 


) No. 15-F-153 


) 


) 


cause 
El TEN 


Respondent. ) 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS held in the above-entitled 
on October 5, 2016, before the HONORABLE KAREN C. 
Associate Circuit Judge of said Court, in her 


courtroom in the LaSalle County Courthouse. 


REPORTED BY: 

BETH M. BUTE, 

OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER, 
L.N. 083-002199, 

LaSalle Co. Courthouse, 
Ottawa, Illinois 61350 
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APPEARANCES; 


MR. ROBERT STEELE, 
ATTORNEY AT LAW, 
LaSalle, Illinois, 


also 


appearing on behalf of the Petitioner, who is 
personally present. 


MR. j 

ATTO 

Morri 


rn: 


AMES DURKEE, 
EY AT LAW, 
s, Illinois, 


appearing on behalf of the Respondent, who is 
also personally present. 
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attor 

emerg 
And t 


(At which time the following is held on the 
record in the courtroom.) 

the COURT: Let the record reflect this is 
Kevin Roy Kramer, K-r-a-m-e-r, petitioner, and Julia, 
J-u-l-i-a, C., E-i-c-h-m-e-i-e-r, 15 -F- 153 . 

Present in court is Mr. Kramer with his 
attorney, Mr. Steele, and Miss Eichmeier with her 
mey, Mr. Durk.ee. 

Case comes before the Court today on an 
jency verified petition for order of protection. 

'he form of that is that there has been a motion for 
emergency order of protection filed by Mr. Kramer 
seeking to have a hearing on an emergency basis on the 
-ion for order of protection that was filed on 
3t 22, 2016. 

Is that correct, Mr. Steele? 

MR. STEELE: it is, Your Honor. 

I am backing off the original order of 
:tion filed, although my allegations at this time 
will be concerning the latest incident. 

THE COURT: And, Mr. Durkee, you were given 
notice, I'm sure very short notice? 

MR. DURKEE: The notice was sent to me at 12:45 


petit 

Augus 


prote 
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this 

going 

trunc 

whate 

treat 

from 


afternoon. 

THE COURT: Well, based on the allegations I'm 
to treat it as an emergency and I will have a 
ated hearing. I will let each party present 
:ver witnesses they wish but understand that we are 
ing it as an emergency and if any order results 
this it will be extremely short term because this, 


of course, is Judge Jansz' case who is on vacation this 
week, so I'm just stepping in for him at this point. 

Mr. Steele, call your first witness. 

MR. STEELE: I would call Ann Patton from the 
Department of Children and Family Services. 

(Witness sworn.) 

ANN PATTON, 

called as a witness by the Petitioner herein, after 
being first duly sworn, and testifies as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY: 


MR. STEELE 

THE COURT: Go ahead, Mr. Steele. 
MR. STEELE: 


Q 

spell 

A 


For the record, please state your name and 
your name for the reporter? 

Ann, A-n-n, Patton, P-a-t-t-o-n. 
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Q And, Ann, how are you employed? 

A I'm an investigator with the Illinois 

Depaitment of Children and Family Services. 

Q As such, are you familiar with Julia Eichmeier? 

A Yes. 

Q How are you familiar with her? 

A i received a case that was assigned to me 

yesterday morning with allegations of risk of harm and 
Munchausen by Proxy by Julia Eichmeier. 

Q And that report came in to the DCFS hotline? 

A Yes, it did. 

Q When did it come in? 

A it came in to us about five o'clock on Monday 

and it was assigned to me yesterday. 

Q Five o'clock p.m.? 

A Yes. 

Q And what were the nature of the allegations 

that you were to investigate? 

A Can I read right off the -- 

Q Yes. 

MR. DURKEE: Judge, I'm going to object to 
that. I would like her to testify to her own 
recollection. 

MR. STEELE: I'm asking her to state what the 


- 5 - 








1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


allegations are that she is investigating concerning 
this case and the best evidence of that is the report 
that was given to her. 

THE COURT: Well, if she has recollection 
without the need to refer to her report she can testify 
that. If you need her to refresh her recollection 
now the procedure. 

MR. STEELE: 

If you're able to testify to that allegation 
without referring to your notes, can you do so? 


from 
you k 


A 

Q 

A 

harm, 
a chi 


Yes. 

What was that allegation that was made? 

It was an allegation F-60, which is a risk of 
environment injurious to the health and welfare of 
Id, and another allegation of Munchausen by Proxy 


Eichmeier? 


on behalf of Julia Eichmeier. 


Those allegations were made against Julia 


A 


Yes. 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 


Who was the minor child? 

Madeline Kramer. 

How old is Madeline? 

Three years old. 

Have you had an opportunity to begin your 
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investigation? 


A 

Q 

A 

I met 
repor 
was a 
we wo 
Q 

neces 


Yes, I did. 

What have you found out so far? 

I initiated the report yesterday afternoon and 
briefly with Julia to let her know we had another 
t called in to DCFS. I let her know the allegation 
gainst her and pending further investigation that 
uld be taking Madeline into protective custody. 

Why did you feel protective custody was 
sary? 


A 

calle 


also 

custo 


Due to the nature of the narrative that was 
d in to the hotline it said that Julia has -- 
MR. DURKEE: Objection, hearsay. 

MR. STEELE: It's her investigation and it's 
how she arrived at the need for protective 
dy. Most of her -- 


for t 
prote 
matte 


THE COURT: Why isn't it hearsay? 

MR. STEELE: Your Honor, it's not necessarily 
he truth of the allegations but why she chose 
ctive custody was necessary in this particular 


ongoipg 


I understand the investigation is still 


THE COURT: But you are not asking her about 
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her investigation, that's not what she is going to 


testi 

that 


Q 

custo 
A 

inter 
reall 
had o 
the s 


fy about. She is going to testify about the call 
was made in to the hotline so I'm going to sustain 
the objection. 

MR. STEELE: 

In what instances do you feel that protective 
dy is necessary to protect a child? 

Any time we think it's in the child's best 
ests, I mean, we have to further investigate. I 
y can't testify on my pending investigation. We've 
ther investigations that have been unfounded with 
ame nature. 

MR. DURKEE: Objection. Relevance of unfounded 

reports. 

MR. STEELE: I think it goes again to how she 
reached this decision based on what facts are available 
to her at this time in reaching this decision. 

THE COURT: I'm not sure where you are going 
with that. Because here is the thing, DCFS investigates 
and neglect. A verified petition for order of 
protection will provide a remedy where there is abuse. 

So whether they decide to investigate or not investigate 
of great consequence to me. What happened is of 
consequence to me. 


isn't 
great 
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MR. STEELE: The fact they have taken 
protective custody, she is allowed to testify why in 
this case they needed to take that extreme action and in 
doing so she can relate to the Court what the past 
experience with this defendant has been -- this 
respondent has been. 


THE COURT: If that's within her personal 
knowledge I believe she can. 

MR. STEELE: Or her reviewing the records of 
DCFS. When she made her opinion those would be business 


recor 


ds that she would have access to. 


befor 

prote 


MR. DURKEE: That are not present. 

THE COURT: Let's focus on the issue that's 
e the Court because, frankly, if DCFS has taken 
ctive custody I don't know if there's an emergency. 
MR. STEELE: I understand. 

THE COURT: Go ahead. 

MR. STEELE: 


Q 

that 

A 

Q 

A 

inves 


Tell me what happened when you went to the home 
afternoon. 

Yesterday afternoon? 

Yes. 

I met with Julia, introduced myself, a former 
tigator was with me, Kate Yearly. She was keeping 
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an eye on Madeline while I explained to Julia that we 
had a report called in to the hotline and I explained 
the nature of the allegations, again informed her we 
were taking the child into protective custody pending 
further investigation of this -- or of this new 
allegation that was called in. She had asked where we 
were placing the child and I said the plan at that time 
was to place with the father of the child, Kevin Kramer 

' 

which was recommended by my supervisor and our area 
administrator, Jim Marmion. We had, prior to that, 
talked to Vicki Denny, she had said -- 
MR. DURKEE: Objection hearsay. 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

MR. STEELE: Go ahead. 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

MR. STEELE: Yes. 

Q What else happened then? 

A we took the child into protective custody. We 

routinely take children to get a health exam at the 
hospital and I did that where Kevin's mother met me at 
the hospital to have the child do the physical exam. 
Healtjh work exam. 

Q This report of a possible abuse to the minor 

child came from Edwards Hospital? 
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A 

cover 

disci 

would 
who r 


We can't disclose who reports to DCFS. That' 
ed by confidentiality through law. We can't 
ose in open court. 

That could be subpoenaed through -- and that 
have to go through DCFS legal. I can't disclose 
eports to the department. 


s- 


Q What was the allegation that you were 

investigating? 


MR. DURKEE: Objection, foundation. 

THE COURT: No, overruled. She's already said 
there was a hotline report that came in. I believe 
that's what she said. 


MR. STEELE: Yes. 

THE COURT: That it was yesterday. 
So overruled. 

MR. STEELE: 


Q 

you w 
A 


What were the facts of the hotline report that 
ere to report? 

It was reports that Julia has taken Madeline to 


ten different hospital visits, that she has had Madeline 


parti 

other 

repor 

outer 


cipate in four rape kits. It was reported that all 
reports were unfounded. The narrative of the 
t also said that the child has never made any 
ies or any disclosure of any type of sexual abuse 
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basis 
Q 


A 

Q 
A 

Sunda 

Q 
A 

lay a 


Q 

you w 
A 

Q 


A 

Q 


by her father, Kevin, or anybody else. 

Without looking at the narrative, that's the 
of it. 

And was there a recent hospital visit that 
occasioned this report? 

Was there a recent hospital occasion? 

Recent hospital visit? 

Yes, Julia had taken Madeline Sunday, late 
y to Edwards Hospital in Naperville. 

October 2nd? 

Yes. 

MR. DURKEE: Object to foundation. if they can 
little foundation of her knowledge of that. 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

MR. STEELE: 

Is this contained in the narrative report that 
ere investigating? 

Is what? 

Is this information contained in the narrative 
report that you are called to investigate? 

Yes. 

Was there anything else in that narrative 
report that you were investigating relative to the 
hospital visit at Edwards Hospital? 
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A 

were 

Q 

A 

he wa 
Q 

ongoi 
A 
Q 

Julia 
A 

exami 
Q 

A 

the e 


They said that it was medically noted there 
concerns of Munchausen by Proxy by Julia Eichmeier. 
Have you attempted to contact the doctor? 

I did, it was Dr. Martin Showdy (phonetic), but 
s off duty on October 9th. 

So your investigation at this point is still 

ng? 

Yes. 

What did you do with Madeline after you left 
's presence? 

Took her to IVCH Hospital for her health work 
nation. 

What time was this? 

We arrived there at 3:45. We didn't get in to 
^am until probably after five. I'd have to look at 


my notes to give an exact time 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


Were you present at the exam? 

Yes, I was. 

Who else was present? 

Kevin's mom, Mary. 

And Madeline? 

And, yes, Madeline. 

Was she examined then by a doctor? 
Dr. Saber (phonetic). 
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Q 

What did you observe? 

A 

She was very playful in the room while we were. 

waiti 

ng for the doctor to come in. We were playing hide 

and g 

o seek. Doctor came in. Mary was --at that 

point 

, held her on the bed. She started crying very 

hard. 

Her face was very red. She was screaming. She 

was e 

ating a graham cracker and as soon as she seen the 

docto 

r she started screaming, no, I want my daddy. 

Daddy 

, come get me. Doctor went to put the stethoscope 

on he 

r heart to check and we were kind of saying, oh, 

Madel 

ine, you have one of these to play with in your 

docto 

r box. Doctor is not going to hurt you. And her 

hands 

were clenched and she was trying to push the 

docto 

r away. 

Q 

What was the result of that examination that 

you o: 

bserved? 

A 

He didn't do anything other than check her 

ears, 

throat, just a normal routine, nothing invasive. 

Nothi 

ng. 

Q 

And what happened after that? 

A 

She went with Mary, Kevin's mom. 

Q 

And did you see Madeline since that time? 

A 

No, not since yesterday. 

Q 

In the procedure of things, what is the next 
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step for your department if -- first of all, Madeline 
right now is in your protective custody? 

A we have not had a shelter care hearing yet. I 

spoke to Vicki Denny this morning and our legal 
attorney, they said that normally we do not take 
protective custody when there is a viable parent that 
can take the child. They would like to lapse the PC 
because they knew a civil court case was going on. They 
don't want to override when we have a viable parent that 
can take care of his child is what we were told by our 
legal and from Vicki Denny from the juvenile court. 

Q Would you have the authority to withhold 

Madeline from Julia without a court order of some type 
of this Court or -- 
A Yes. 

Q Would you have that authority? 

A The State's Attorney's Office would have that 

authority to either grant us temporary custody. 

Q That's a Court? 

A Yes. 

Q Without a court hearing or an order from this 

Court to protect Madeline, would you have authority to 
continue your protective custody for any period of time 
past 48 hours? 
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A 


No . 


Q So, in other words, this matter is only good 

for 48 hours? 

A Correct. 

Q At that time you are to bring it to juvenile 

court or an order of protection is granted protecting 
the child? 

A Yes, or the child returns to Julia. 

MR. STEELE: That's all the questions I have of 
this witness, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Mr. Durkee. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY: 

MR. DURKEE 

Q The child has lived primarily with Julia all 

her life, is that correct? 

A This is my first investigation on Julia so I 

don't know. 

Q This is your second day on the investigation, 

is that correct? 

A Correct. 

Q And your investigation is not complete, is it? 

A No, we have thirty to 60 days to complete 

investigations. 
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Q When you say a report was made, was that report 

made to you? 


It was made to our hotline. 

So you did not personally take that call? 

No, somebody at our Springfield Office would 


A 

Q 
A 

have. 

Q So you are relying on something that somebody 

else at your department told you? 

A Repeat that, please. 

Q You are relaying to the Court what somebody at 

your department told you? 

A What our hotline wrote from the narrative that 

was received was assigned to me yesterday, correct. 

Q Where is Madeline right now? 

A i don't know. 

Q In whose care is Madeline right now? 

A i don't know. That would be up to Kevin to 

answer, not me. 

Q Did you place the child in Kevin's care? 

A With Mary. Kevin was working and Kevin went to 

Mary's, from what I was told. 

Q So Kevin was working and placed the child in 

the care of his mother? 

A No, he was told -- he made the arrangements. 
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The child was placed with Kevin but he made an 
arrangement with his mother to watch her until he got 
off work. 

Q When you examined Madeline did you see any 

scratches, bruises, bumps? 

A she had a bump on her forehead and looked like 

a mosquito bite like on the right side. 

MR. DURKEE: I have no further questions. 

THE COURT: Redirect. 

MR. STEELE: Nothing further based on that. 

THE COURT: You can step down, ma'am. 

Thank you. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

(Witness excused.) 

THE COURT: Call your next witness. 

MR. STEELE: Call Kevin Kramer. 

THE COURT: Come up and be sworn. 
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(Witness sworn.) 


KEVIN ROY KRAMER, 

called as a witness by the Petitioner herein, after 
being first duly sworn, and testifies as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY: 

MR. STEELE 

THE COURT: Go ahead, Mr. Steele. 

MR. STEELE: 

Q For the record please state your name. 

A Kevin Roy Kramer. 

Q Where do you live at? 

A 2603 1/2 Marquette Street in Peru. 

Q You're the father of Madeline Kramer? 

A Yes. 

Q What is the custodial arrangement with 

Madeline? 

How often do you have her? 

A It's a joint parenting agreement. Two to four 

days a week according to the agreement. 

Q And directing your attention to Sunday, October 

2nd, was it your day to have Madeline? 

A That was the arrangement I had made with Julia, 

yes. 
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MR. DURKEE: Your Honor, my client needs to use 
the restroom. She brought it up a few times. I think 
it's an emergency, if she could. It will just be two 
minutes. 

THE COURT: You can step down. Go sit with 
your attorney. 

We will take a recess. 

(At which time a brief recess is taken and 
then the following is held on the record in the 
courtroom.) 

THE COURT: Mr. Kramer, please come back up. 

You are still under oath. 

Go ahead, Mr. Steele. 

MR. STEELE: 

Q All right. Directing your attention back to . 

October 2nd, which was last Sunday, did you have a 
discussion with Julia as to your visitation? 

A we had a discussion via text message. 

Q Okay. I'm going to show you what I am going to 

mark as Petitioner's Exhibit Number A and ask you if you 
can identify that. 

A This is the conversation Julia and I had via 

text message. 

Q Okay. 
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A For most of the conversation. 

Q There is a text message dated 8:24 a.m. 

A Yep. 

Q And who was that from? 

A Julia. 

Q What did she say in that text message? 

A I am keeping Madeline with me today. You 

messed up my last Sunday so I couldn't go to church and 
you have a four day visitation coming up. 

Q Go ahead. 

A she acts like shit after being with you and she 

has actually been happier and more energetic after some 
time away from you. So don't get your pants all in a 
bunch. 

Q And does that conversation then continue at a 

later time? 

A Yeah, there were more texts sent later in the 

day. 

Q Okay. And is there a text on page 2 of this 

group exhibit from her? 

A Yep. 

Q what does she say? 

A Well, at two p.m. she responded to some 

messages that I sent by saying, and maybe I would quit 
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it if you walked away from court. 

MR. DURKEE: Your Honor, I'm going to object to 
the relevance of this. 

Also, we don't have what he said, we don't have 
a complete conversation here. 

THE COURT: Hold on, sir. 

Mr. Steele, is this the complete conversation? 
MR. STEELE: There is more to the conversation 
and he could read it through on his phone but it did not 
come through on the screen shots that I received. 

Do you have your phone with you, Mr. Kramer? 

A Yeah. 

Q Does it have that text message on your phone? 

A Yeah. 

Q Can you pull that up for the Court? 

A Okay. 

Q What was the message that you sent that 

required her response? 

A So after, don't go get your pants all in a 

bunch. You're welcome to meet at the park later and she 
sent me a picture of my face and then I said, Julia, 
please be fair. What you are doing is the reason we are 
still in court, withholding and making false 
accusations. I would gladly walk away from court if you 
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would just quit it. And she said, maybe I would quit it 
if you would walk away from court. And I said, maybe, 
being the word that discredits your own statement. 


Q Did you then get Madeline? 

A Yeah. I picked up Madeline that afternoon. 

Q How long did you have her? 

A Until about 9:00 o'clock that night. 

And she sent me more text messages during that 

time. 

Q Does she frequently send you text messages 

during your time with Madeline? 

A Yes. 

Q What are the nature of the text messages? 

THE COURT: What is the relevance? I mean, we 
doing this on an emergency basis. I want everybody 
to understand I'm the only Judge up here today. I have- 
people that were scheduled at 1:30 on a continued 
trial. They are still sitting in the hallway. They 
have not made it into this courtroom yet because of 
orders of protection. 

MR. STEELE: I'll move on. Judge. 

THE COURT: Move on. 

MR. STEELE: 

Q When you have arguments with Julia over 
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visitation, what frequently happens? 

MR. DURKEE: Objection to relevance. 

MR. STEELE: it is relevant. 

THE COURT: What's the relevance? 

MR. STEELE: The relevance is why she went to 
Edwards Hospital. I'm going to show a pattern of abuse 
by her. 

THE COURT: I'm not dealing with a pattern of 
abuse, I'm dealing with an emergency order of protection 
based on the allegation that she took the child to the 
hospital and had a rape kit done on the child, isn't 
that what I'm dealing with? 

MR. STEELE: It is, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: I'm not making a custody 
determination today, I'm going to decide an emergency 
order of protection and I'm telling you right now, if I 
enter an order it's going to last until sometime next 
week when Judge Jansz can come back and take over his 
case. 

Go on. 

MR. STEELE: But, Your Honor, my point is that 
the reason she is taking the child to these doctors is 
bo interfere with his visitation and this argument is 
the reason she did it. 
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THE COURT: That's not what I'm deciding. I'm 
deciding whether this child needs an order of protection 
because of abuse by her mother. The abuse being her 
taking the child to the hospital on repeated occasions 
for exams that are unnecessary. I don't care why it's 
happening unless there's actual sexual abuse which your 
allegation is that there is not. 

So let's address the issue that's before the 
Court because you may well be — have great evidence 
about the visitation interference but that's not what an 
order of protection is for. 

So let's go. 

MR. STEELE: 

Q Do you know how many hospitals Julia has taken 

Madeline to? 

A As far as I know, ten hospitals over the past 

couple years. 

Q Okay. And has she had Madeline repeatedly 

examined in the past? 

MR. DURKEE: Objection, relevance. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

THE WITNESS: 

A As far as I know, Madeline has had a rape kit 

done to her four times which to me is a form of abuse in 
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itself. 

Q Have all those visits been unfounded? 

A Yes. 

MR. DURKEE: Objection. Relevance. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

Stop it, sir. 

Go ahead, next question. 

MR. STEELE: 

Q How many times have you been investigated by 

DCFS? 

A Five. 

Q Have all those been unfounded? 

A Yes. 

Q How many orders of protection has Julia filed 

against you? 

A Four or five. 

Q Have all those been unfounded? 

A Yes. 

MR. STEELE: That's all the questions I have of 
this witness. 

THE COURT: Cross. 

MR. DURKEE: No questions, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: You can step down. 

(Witness excused.) 
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MR. STEELE: I would move to introduce my 
Exhibit A. 

THE COURT: Any objection to admission of 
Exhibit A? 

MR. DURKEE: Yes, I just don't see the 
relevance of it. The allegations are that she took the 
child to a hospital. 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

Call your next witness. 

MR. STEELE: That's all the witnesses I have. • 

THE COURT: Mr. Durkee, do you wish to call any 
witnesses? 

MR. DURKEE: I'm going to move for a directed 

finding. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

Call your first witness. 

MR. DURKEE: Yes, Your Honor. I would call 
Julia Eichmeier, please. 

THE COURT: Come up and be sworn. 


-27 









1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


(Witness sworn.) 

JULIA EICHMEIER, 

called as a witness by the Respondent herein, after 
being first duly sworn, and testifies as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY: 

MR. DURKEE 

THE COURT: Go ahead, Mr. Durkee. 

MR. DURKEE: 

Q Julia, could you please state your full name? 

A Julia Eichmeier. 

Q And prior to DCFS taking custody of Madeline, 

Madeline was in your primary care and control, is that 
correct? 

MR. STEELE: Objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: What's your objection? 

MR. STEELE: There is a joint parenting 
agreement in the file which states that the parties have 
joint custody. Does not show her to be the primary 
custodian. 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

Let's get to the heart of the matter. 

MR. DURKEE: 

Q You took Madeline to Edwards Hospital on 
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October 2nd, 2016, is that correct? 

A it was either October 2nd or October 3rd. 

Q Okay. What caused you to do that? 

A Madeline returned from a six-hour visitation 

with her father with severely red genitalia and a 
yellowish, greenish gunky substance present on her 
ST®^italia, as well as she was complaining about genital, 
pain and that's when I called the doctor. 

Q So the first thing you did was call a doctor? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you know what doctor? 

A i called Edward Hospital in Naperville and I 

spoke with an ER nurse and I don't recall her name. 

Q Did that doctor tell you whether or not the 

child should be brought in to the hospital? 

MR. STEELE: Objection. Hearsay. 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

MR. DURKEE: Your Honor, I'm offering it to 
I m offering it to show why she went to the hospital, 
ftot the truth of whether or not she should have or 
should not have been brought to the hospital. 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

MR. DURKEE: 

Q After your phone conversation with the doctor 
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what did you do next? 

A Well, if I can say, the doctor prompted me to 

bring her in to the hospital so I brought her in to the 
hospital. 

MR. STEELE: Objection to what the doctor told 
her and ask that it be stricken. 

THE COURT: Stricken. 

Go ahead. Next question. 

MR. DURKEE: 

Q You drove her to Naperville? 

A Yes. 

Q While you were there, did she undergo an exam? 

A she did not undergo any type of invasive exam. 

They simply took her dirty underwear with specimens on 
it in to check for specimen testing and they swabbed the 
gunky substance on her genitals. 

Q How long did the exam take? 

A Ten minutes. 

Q Were you present for the exam? 

A Yes. 

Q How was Madeline throughout the exam? 

A She was rather calm about it. As I explained • 

to her, they were cleaning her and that she would feel 
better soon. She did not fuss because I was there to 
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comfort her. 


Q After the exam, where did you go? 

A Home. 

MR. DURKEE: I have no further questions. 
the COURT: Cross. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 
BY: 

MR. STEELE 

Q Why did you take Madeline to Edwards Hospital 

rather than Illinois Valley Community Hospital? 

A Because they do not provide services for this 

nature of infant sexual oriented problems. I have tried, 
taking her there in the past and the ER doctor told me 
they send these cases to a level one hospital such as 
Edwards so I just went straight there. 

Q Was that Dr. Saber (phonetic) on November 22nd, 

2015, that you spoke at the hospital at IVCH? 

A i don't recall. i apologize, I don't recall. 

Q Was it November 2015 when you went to Illinois 

Valley Community Hospital? 

A i don't recall. 

Q You met with a doctor there, same doctor told 

you that it should be a level one facility? 

A i won't know precisely without looking at the 





facts existing in my documents. 

Q But it happened in November of 2015? 

A i already answered that question. 

Q Did that doctor also tell you that he was 

concerned about Madeline's welfare based upon your 
behavior? 

MR. DURKEE: Objection to hearsay. 

MR. STEELE: I'm asking what the doctor told 

her. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

THE WITNESS: 

A i cannot testify for what someone else said. 

MR. STEELE: 

Q Did Dr. Saber not tell you that he was 

concerned about your frequent visits to Illinois Valley 
Community Hospital with these allegations? 

A i don't recall him saying that. 

Q How many times have you taken her to Illinois 

Valley Community Hospital? 

A I cannot give you an accurate number. 

Q More than twice? 

A she has well child checkups that are also done 

at hospitals which I am enforced to have her do as she 
is on an insurance plan. 
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Q But with the allegations of sexual abuse, how 

many times have you taken her to Illinois Valley 
Community Hospital? 

A i don't know. 

Q How many times have you taken her to Peoria 

Pediatric Center? 

A i can't give you an exact number. 

Q Has Peoria Pediatric Center told you not to 

come back? 

A No. 

Q How many times have you taken her to Perry 

Memorial Hospital? 

A i can't give you an exact number. 

Q How many times have you taken her to OSF? 

A i can't give you an exact number. 

Q Now, when there is a visit like this, is it not 

usual that DCFS is notified and reports made of abuse by 
Kevin based upon your examinations? 

A i don't understand the nature of your 

question. 

Q Isn't it usual -- 

THE COURT: No, no, wait. If there's an 
objection, ma'am, your attorney will make it. If 
there's no objection, please answer the question. 
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THE WITNESS: I did not understand it. Can you 
please repeat the question, sir? 

MR. STEELE: 

Q Have you found in your experience in the past 

when you have made an allegation of abuse by Kevin at a 
hospital that there will be a DCFS investigation? 

A i do not know the protocols for mandated 

reporting but I assume that by law they are mandated 
reporters. 

Q When that happens, his visitation is terminated 

then until the report is finished, is that not right? 

A i can't say. 

Q But you've experienced that. You've denied him 

visitation in the past, have you not, because of a DCFS 
investigation? 

A i don't know exactly what you are asking me. 

Q Have you refused Kevin visitation in the past? 

MR. DURKEE: Objection. Relevance. 

THE COURT: Relevance, Mr. Steele? 

MR. STEELE: I'm tying it in to the fact that 
she is making these reports to deny him visitation. 

THE COURT: Again, my focus is on was the child 
abused. I'm not deciding about visitation. I'm not 
deciding about custody. Solely focused on abuse. 
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MR. STEELE: She is taking -- 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. Next 

question. 

MR. STEELE: That's all the questions I have of 
this witness. 

MR. DURKEE: No further questions. 

THE COURT: You can step down. 

(Witness excused.) 

MR. DURKEE: No additional witnesses, Your 

Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. We are going to take a 
brief recess and then i'll rule. 

(At which time a brief recess is taken and 
after which time the following is held back on the 
record.) 

THE COURT: We are back on the record in 

15-F-153. 

I've heard the evidence of the parties and I 
understand and I want the parties to understand this is 
done on a truncated emergency basis and I'm only here as 
a Band-Aid. Judge Jansz has this case and he will make 
full rulings when the time comes but this is being 
treated as an emergency based on the most recent event. 

I've heard the evidence and having heard the 
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evidence I find that there has been abuse in that as 
defined under the Act there has been --it can come 
either under harassment, which means knowing conduct not 
necessary to accomplish a purpose that is reasonable 
under the circumstances and would cause a reasonable 
person emotional distress and does cause emotional 
distress to, in this case, a child. Also physical abuse 
includes knowing or reckless use of physical force, 
confinement or restraint, and I find one or both of 
those occurred in this case. 

Therefore, I find the Court has jurisdiction 
over the parties and the subject matter. That good 
cause exists for granting the remedy or remedies 
requested on an emergency basis. 

That petitioner's actual address is set forth 
on page one of the order that I will enter, and the 
person that will be protected by the order is the minor 
child identified in part C of the order. 

I find the Court has jurisdiction over the 
minor child and the child is the child of the parties. 

That venue is proper. 

That respondent has abused the minor child for 
the reasons that I have already stated on the record. 

The child is unable to bring this petition on her own 
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behalf due to her age. 

Therefore, I'm ordering that respondent is 
prohibited from further acts or threats of abuse on the- 
protected child, is ordered to stay away from the child, 
is prohibited from harassment, interference with 
personal liberty, physical abuse or stalking of the 
child. Must stay 500 feet away from the child and the 
residence at 2603 1/2 Marquette Street in Peru, 

Illinois. 

Is there a regular day care provider or school 
that the child attends, Mr. Steele? 

MR. STEELE: There is an Oglesby address for 
the day care provider. 

THE COURT: what is that? 

MR. STEELE: Mr. Kramer will look it up, Your 

Honor. 

THE COURT: The protected party is Madeline, 
M-a-d-e-l-i-n-e, age three, who resides in the State of 
Illinois and is the daughter of the petitioner and the 
primary caretaker is to be the petitioner and the 
petitioner is granted physical care on a regular 
temporary basis. 

Respondent is ordered not to remove the child 
from the physical care of the petitioner, the child's 
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school, school grounds, baby-sitter, day care provider 
or any other person acting in local parentis. And 
parenting time of the respondent is reserved at this 
time with the child. The respondent is ordered not to 
conceal the minor child in the State of Illinois or 
remove her from the State of Illinois. 

What's the address for the baby-sitter? 

MR. STEELE: 323 Alice Avenue, Oglesby. 

THE COURT: How do you spell that? 

MR. STEELE: A-l-i-c-e. 

THE COURT: Okay, in Oglesby. 

MR. STEELE: And also we would like a protected 
address with the petitioner's parents. That's 1628 
First Street, Peru. 

THE COURT: Those will be protected addresses 

as well. 

All right, this order is going to remain in 
effect until October 13, 2016, at 4:30 p.m.. And I'm 

setting it over for hearing on Judge Jansz' call at 9:30 
on that date. 

MR. STEELE: October 13th? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

MR. DURKEE: Your Honor, my client is in court 
that morning. 
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THE COURT: in this courthouse? 

MR. DURKEE: No, in a different courthouse. 

THE COURT: I'm getting Judge Jansz' clerk. 

You're the boss of the book so I'm going to 
have you run it. The 13th is unavailable to the 
respondent so can you tell me what the next available 
date for Judge Jansz is after that? 

THE CLERK: Monday, October 17 at 1:30. 

MR. DURKEE: Yes, Your Honor. 

MR. STEELE: I can do that, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right, so the order will stay 
in effect until October 17 at 4:30, being set for 
hearing on October 17 at 1:30. 

Okay. If you folks will wait in the hallway we 
Sfet copies brought out to everyone. Please don't 
leave until you have received your copy. 

(At which time court is adjourned relative to 
said cause.) 
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CERTIFICATE 


I, Beth M. Bute, duly appointed and qualified 
shorthand reporter of the Circuit Court of LaSalle 
County, Illinois, do hereby certify that the above and 
foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the notes 
taken by me in machine shorthand, and evidence offered 
in said Court, in the matter of the Proof in the 
above-entitled matter, which testimony was taken on the 
date heretofore given, and I verily believe said notes 
to be correct and to be full and complete transcript of 
all the evidence offered or introduced in said matter. 
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